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	Type:  □ Respiratory      □ Gastrointestinal   

	Area affected:

	Case Definition:

	Reporting to Public Health

	· Contact CK Public Health when confirmed outbreak definition has been met:
Confirmed Respiratory Outbreak- 2 cases of lab confirmed acute respiratory infections (ARI) within 48 hours with a common epi link, OR 3 cases of ARI occurring within 48 hours with a common epi link
Confirmed Gastroenteritis Outbreak- 2 cases of gastroenteritis (two or more episodes of vomiting and or diarrhea) in a specific area within 48 hours. 
· Obtain outbreak number:_______________

	Specimen Collection

	· Check expiry date on specimen kits
· Label the specimen at a minimum with outbreak number, residents name and date of collection
· Refrigerate specimens until they are ready to be transported
· Collect specimens on all residents with respiratory symptoms and up to 5 samples for Gastroenteritis

	Surveillance

	· Advise staff to monitor residents daily for symptoms
· Advise staff to monitor themselves for symptoms and report to workplace
· Advise residents to report symptoms to staff
· Add residents and/or staff that meet the case definition to the line list

	Public Health Line List

	· Use a separate line list for each unit to report resident cases
· Put all staff on one line list
· Update line list when new cases are identified and fax weekdays to 519.355.0848

	Communication

	· Post outbreak signage at all entrances and appropriate precaution signs on affected rooms
· Communicate outbreak status and control measures to appropriate stakeholders
· Provide necessary IPAC education to staff, residents, visitors
· Visitors should postpone non-essential visits to residents in the outbreak area. Visitors must follow same precautions as staff (hand hygiene and appropriate PPE)

	Control Measures for Residents

	· Promote frequent hand hygiene for residents
· Select appropriate additional precautions (Resp.- Droplet Contact, Gastro.-Contact)
· Symptomatic residents isolate in their rooms:
· Respiratory- five days after onset of symptoms or when symptoms resolve (whichever is shortest). If causative agent is known, isolate for period of communicability. COVID-19 isolation- 10 days (if able to consistently mask may be able to leave room with consistent masking after 5 days provided symptoms have improved for at least 24 hours and no fever present). 
· Gastroenteritis- 48 hours after symptoms have resolved
· Isolate suspect cases with one symptom for at least 24 hours and reassess at that time
· Roommate close contacts who remain in the same room are isolated for 5 days from case’s symptom onset. Following this period the roommate close contact should wear a mask (if tolerated) for 10 days from case’s symptom onset. 
· Cancel all facility-wide events
· Restrict residents to unit, well residents can attend activities on unit
· Consult with CKPH re: admissions/readmissions

	Control Measures for Staff

	· Universal masking in outbreak areas for respiratory outbreaks
· Promote frequent hand hygiene for staff
· Cohort staff to affected areas and to ill resident cases if possible
· Exclude symptomatic staff, assess excluded staff prior to returning to work
· Conduct audits:
· Hand hygiene
· PPE
· Environmental cleaning
· Influenza outbreaks- vaccinated staff can work at other facilities (no waiting period)
· Gastroenteritis outbreaks- staff advised to wait 48 hours before working in other facilities

	Environmental Cleaning

	· Select appropriate disinfectant (with a DIN)
· Ensure contact time is adhered to
· Clean and disinfect high touch surfaces a minimum of twice daily and ensure equipment is disinfected between uses

	Antivirals (Influenza outbreaks only)

	· Residents: Implement antiviral prophylaxis and treatment as per antiviral medical directives, orders and MOHLTC guidelines
· Staff: Recommend antivirals as per facility policy, implement staff exclusion as per facility policy
· Know resident and staff influenza vaccination status:
· # Residents immunized:_______________
· # Staff immunized:___________________

	Declaring the Outbreak Over

	· Outbreak declared over in consultation with CK Public Health
· Notify internal and external stakeholders once outbreak declared over
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